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Building name:  St. Mary's High 
 

Location:  Owen Sound 
 

Assessment by:  Cathy Smart 
 

Date:  August 25, 2003 
 

Total number of students:  521 
 

Number of students living with a disability? 
 

Deaf/Hard of hearing        
Blind/Low vision        

 Physical        
 Developmental        
 

Number of employees living with a disability? 
 

Deaf/Hard of hearing        
Blind/Low vision        

 Physical        
 Developmental        
 

Number of community events that occupy the school annually?        
 

Number of persons with a disability that live with a disability in your community? 
 

Deaf/Hard of hearing        
Blind/Low vision        

 Physical        
 Developmental        
 
Notes:  Level of Accessibilty: Moderate access 
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Existing Accessible 

School Area 
Yes No Yes No 

Notes / Required 
Modifications 

Not 
Applicable

Building Approach & Entrance 
1 - Wheelchair parking spot(s)? 
 - Upright wheelchair parking signs? 
 - Each spot 2400mm (95”) wide 

plus 1500mm (60") side access? 
 - Located near accessible entrance? 
 - Located on firm level surface? 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
      
      

      
      
      

 
 
 

 
 
 

2 - Curb ramp to front door 
 - Maximum slope 1:12 ratio 
 - Is it a barrier-free path on a firm, 

slip resistant surface? 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

      
      

 
 

3 - Are there ramps and curb cuts at 
other appropriate doors? (e.g. JK 
door, alternate bus door, portables) 

           

4 - Transition at ramp < 13mm (½”)?            

5 - Railing on ramp?            

6 - Non-slip surface on ramp?            

Entrance Doors 
7 - Threshold < 13mm (½”)? 
 - Door width at least 860mm (34”)? 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
      
      

 
 
 

8 - Automatic entrance doors?            

9 - Good location & timing of button?            

10 - Signage for button 
 - Is the door clearly marked with 

the international access symbol? 
           

Exterior and Fire Doors 
11 - Do they operate smoothly? 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
      

 
 

12 - Is the spring load set at the 
appropriate strength?            

Suggestions: 
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Existing Accessible 
School Area 

Yes No Yes No 
Notes / Required 

Modifications 
Not 

Applicable

Stairwells 
13 - Non-slip treads? 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
      

 
 

14 - Railings on both sides of staircase 
and landings?            

15 - Adequate lighting?            
Suggestions: 
      
 

Existing Accessible 
School Area 

Yes No Yes No 
Notes / Required 

Modifications 
Not 

Applicable

Hallways 
16 - 2.44 - 3.66m (8-12 ft.) wide? 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
      

 
 

17 - Free of obstructions? (i.e. any 
horizontal projections more than 
100mm (4") that start above 
680mm (2’3”)) 

           

18 - Circle mirrors for blind corners?            

19 - Doorways > 860mm (34") wide?            

20 - Wheelchair turnaround room 
1500mm (5')?            

Suggestions: 
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Existing Accessible 
School Area 

Yes No Yes No 
Notes / Required 

Modifications 
Not 

Applicable

Portables 
21 - Doorways > 860mm (34") wide? 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
      

 
 

22 - Threshold < 13mm (½”)?            

23 - Landing large enough to allow for 
wheelchair entrance?            

24 - P.A. System?            
Suggestions: 
      
 

Existing Accessible 
School Area 

Yes No Yes No 
Notes / Required 

Modifications 
Not 

Applicable

Gymnasium  
Change Room 
25 - Accessible to washroom fixtures? 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 
Partially. No grab bars. 

 
 

 

26 - Accessible to clothing storage 
(i.e. hooks, lockers)?            

27 - Accessible to shower ?            

Stage 
28 - Handrails on both sides of stairs? 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
      

 
 

29 - Ramps (correct ratio) or lift?            

30 - Adequate lighting?            
Suggestions: 
Stage is currently located in the cafeteria which is not acccessible; however scheduled for a retrofit in 2004. 
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Existing Accessible 
School Area 

Yes No Yes No 
Notes / Required 

Modifications 
Not 

Applicable

Library  
Pits 
31 - handrail? 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 
      

 
 

 

32 - ramps –max. slope 1:12?            

33 - adequate lighting?            

34 - visual contrast at top step?            

35 - Adequate space around shelves?            

36 - Security gates / turnstiles?            

Library Facilities 
37 - check out / return counter? 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
      

 
 

38 - photocopier?            

39 - computers?            

40 - study tables?            
Suggestions: 
      
 

Existing Accessible 
School Area 

Yes No Yes No 
Notes / Required 

Modifications 
Not 

Applicable

Elevator/Lift  
41 - Location - near exit? 
 - Clear door width > 910 mm 

(36”)? 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

      
      

 
 

42 - close to washroom?            

43 - Key access at wheelchair height?            

44 - Delayed door closure?            

45 - Alarm button/phone?            
Suggestions: 
      
 



 

Bruce-Grey - St. Mary's.doc Page 6 of 10 2003/10/01 

Existing Accessible 
School Area 

Yes No Yes No 
Notes / Required 

Modifications 
Not 

Applicable

Wheelchair Accessible Washroom  
46 - Wheelchair accessible stalls on 

each floor? 
           

47 - 1.5m (5ft.) turnaround room in 
stall?            

Appropriate fixtures: 
48 - Wheelchair toilet 450mm (18”)? 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
      

 
 

49 - Sink with lever handles or 
infrared sensor?            

50 - Paper towel rack and/or air dryer?            

51 - Soap dispenser at appropriate 
height and manageable?            

52 - Wheelchair accessible sink with 
680mm (2’3”) knee space? 

53 - Mirror at 1m (3’3”)? 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

      
 
Currently, too high. 

 
 

 

54 - Grab bar on dividing wall? 
 - 750mm (2’5”) to 850mm (2’8”) 

height? 
 - > 1.04 m (3’5”) beside the toilet 

to allow for a lateral transfer? 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
Does not meet 
standard. 
 

 
 

 
 

 

55 - Grab bar on wall behind toilet?            

56 - Door position, spring & swing out 
hinges allow for wheelchair 
entrance? 

           

57 - Alarm button by toilet?            

58 - Hot water temperature < 50°C 
(120°F)?            

Suggestions: 
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Existing Accessible 
School Area 

Yes No Yes No 
Requires 

Modification 
Not 

Applicable

Classrooms 
59 - Lever handles? 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
      

 
 

60 - Knob handles?            

Wheelchair Accessible 
61 - Computer Lab?            

62 - Science Labs?     Partially  

63 - Photography?            

64 - Tech. Shops?            

65 - Kitchens?            

66 - Space to move about classroom?            

Classroom equipment accessible 
67 - pencil sharpener?            

68 - sinks?            

69 - desks?            

70 - shelves?            

71 - computers?            

72 - personal belonging storage?            

73 - gathering area?            

74 - chalk boards?            

75 - Light switches <1220mm (48”)?            

76 - Fire alarm pull station, <1220mm 
(48”)?            

Suggestions: 
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Existing Accessible 
School Area 

Yes No Yes No 
Requires 

Modification 
Not 

Applicable

Health/Special Needs Change 
Room  

77 - 860mm (34”) clear door opening? 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 
      

 
 

 

78 - Wall mounted change table?     Bed  

79 - Privacy curtain?     Door  

80 - Storage area and turnaround room 
for Hoyer Lift or ceiling lift?            

81 - Locked storage for supplies?            

82 - 1.5m (5ft.) turnaround room?            

83 - Wheelchair accessible sink?            

84 - Hot water temperature < 50°C 
(120°F)?            

85 - Alarm Buzzer to main office?            

86 - Access door lockable?            
Suggestions: 
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Existing Accessible 
School Area 

Yes No Yes No 
Requires 

Modification 
Not 

Applicable

Office/Work Room Accessible 
87 - filing cabinets? 

           

88 - photocopier?            

89 - work station?     Desk is too close to 
wall.  

90 - P.A. system?     Too high  

91 - door width – 34” (860mm)?            

92 - passageways – 34” (860mm)?     Partially  

93 - washroom?            
Suggestions: 
      
 

Existing Accessible 
School Area 

Yes No Yes No 
Requires 

Modification 
Not 

Applicable

Staff Room Accessible? 
94 - door width – 34” (860mm)? 

           

95 - furniture i.e. table, phone, bulletin 
board?            

96 - kitchen sink?            

97 - appliances?     Partially  

98 - mail boxes?     Located in office  
Suggestions: 
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Additional Information 
 
99.  Does the building have an accessible telephone?  Yes 
100. Is a TTY phone available for persons with hearing impairments?  No 
101. Does the facility include any tactile signage or detectable warning systems for persons with visual 

impairments?  No 
 
 
Suggestions/Recommendations: 
 
1. Install accessible parking spot(s) with appropriate signage near an accessible entrance. 
 
2. Lower mirror in accessible washroom to meet CSA B-651 standard. 
 
3. Reinstall grab bars to meet CSA B-651 standard. 
 
Comment: The biggest issue with this school is that the front entrance is not accessible 
and there are several levels in the building. Proper signage with upgraded accessible 
washrooms would enhance the current level of access. 
 


